NOTES ON THE FOREST OF DEAN MORRIS FRO!I
FMAYHTILL

Thoitas Phelps(73) of Mayhill an 0ld morris cancer Gave it up
about 30 years ago.last time at Guim's k111(?).Always canced =
full week at Whitsuntide and at clut feast.

Six men,no sticks,no handks;clapped hancs incstead.Williszme
played fidéle, now deac.Had Eany dances inclucins Greeaslecves
which was a pipe dance and 2lso a clapping Cance.

Tall hat decorated with ribbons round tanc.round top anz
C¢iagonally.Shirts covered with ribbons of all colours,taci: and
front.Two sashes crossing diazonzally and hancing Goewn cifec,
Rugzles not tells on legs fastened onto Strips of leathrer anz
tied on with yellow ritbons, Fe always bouzht rew ribhons cach
¥ear.Black itrousers. -

Fool with tail on end of stick 3 or 4 fect lon-

Sworisnan with 2 swords danced over then on T

SHARP ISSS & mi

the Stratford fiddler vold me they never ¢id tiis but cance
very complicated sword fance with a sword in each hkanZ to a
tune I took down.This at Ruarden about 7 miles from Yayhill)

Flagman carriec g flag 3 or 4 Tt Square o pole about & cor 5
£t long.rlag with initials of flagman "R(icharc) U (illiexms)
Gonderz Green erbroidered on it.The flaz vas strived red a-=c
white.The foreman of the norris was always the flaznan.

Flagnan and Swordsman were the top men of the vorris,they
walked in front side by zide with 4 other men in couples »ehind
them as they marched irou place to place.Couldn't Tetenber tune
(Arthur =ave me the Ruariean Iarch Air)

(Elsewhere Sharp has fiidler's name as Henry illen the nan
from whom Sam Bennett <0t his old fidéle ~ rID)

Thos Fhelps of Feyhill told me many thinzs.They alwavs Cznced
ic Whit vesi: from Londay to Saturday.One vear they veat to
Gloucester, then down ot*er side of Severn to Fewahar, cauz over
it where where they svent a nieht and so trek ur to MNottsusad
where they held the ake

baykill always used a fiddle."We Gidn't E0 TYOr oney,we ent
for sport. 'They had 6 fancers,rztran, fool ang fidiler,A larze
white flag yard square blue round edge,R 7 in red ana Somcthing
white couldnit re~emver

CLIFFORD'S MESKR

George B:21dwin charcoal hurner(83) no:: living at NWowent in
the Alms Fouse used to be fiddler of the Cliffordls fesne
Torris.40 years age since it lapsec.Tho.Friluotts was focl,
bladderran. John Alpin ete.dancers - all Cead.

As at Fayhill they prccessed from blace te zlace in colum
Torsation top left beinz flagman and top rizht svordmai,Tne
Tformer had a large flag peruliar to the villese which he waved
in time with the music and the latter,2 swords which he whistled
round his head with the 1ilt of the wusic.Fe a2lso danced the
sword cance(swords on the ground) to tune of Creensleeves.

Baldwin ‘used to play at all the wakes anc Jave me sone
interesting tunes. C52506 Polly Fut The Ketile On, CS2505
Gloucestershire Hornpipe - country dances) collected 12.8.10

Morris March ~ this was processional march of Cliffordis
-¥"2sne morris for whom Baldwin used to ficdle.
iorris Call -~ This was played to call morris wen tozether.
The Call proper iz the first 12 bars.The suceeling dance
1ilt was "just to cxcite 'em¥,
Wild Morris -~ Always played .'em off the green.They went cff
in same order-as came on in the March oilly gquicker aad
dancing instead of marching,
Morris Book 1 P.22 - the fiddler vwould £0 Yo the hizhaex Sicce in
the village street at & o'clock on the Fonday rorning and there
sole 'nly plav the “morris call’ to su~on the "orris ien.The
burpose of the little snatch of dance relody in-the second strain
was he told us "to entice 'enm to dance* )
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KUARDEAN
Anne Roberts(85) Her mother used to drecs 7 norris dancers ‘E;
every year the flagman §.Harris and one of the Fennrs,
Vhite shirts sleeves &nd wrists tied witn blacy ribbons abcut
2 in broad one on wrist,one on elbow.Eroad rittons (4 in)
Pleated all over shirt back end front.

rhite cambric flag trimmed with rivions.. larze rosette 3in
centre,4 smaller rosettec at each cofner of different colourse,
Flag about yard square not a long stick,

Six dancers.fool with swords flagbearer,Dzaced a full wezkZ at
Thivcuntide and at 3 other wakes in adjoininz villazes.Xasd a
fiddler but could not rerember Arthun» coring to tl
c

Tiay.
Hizh box hats trimmed with ribtons.Velveteen br eches, Thite
stockings.Danced with handxs not sticks.lescribed a 2rocessisca
with flag and swordvesrer at h=ad as at Tiavihill,

Eenty Allen(20) at 3tratford on “von 27.8.03
Sword Tance ~ fance of wan who accompanied che i~orris Cancers
Ruarfean for whoz illen played dovm To abtout 1771-2.He kell
ewords in his hands end ~anipulated ther as he cancel. It vas
very dif icult - DID NOT place on ground.

i'orris Jance - thig was alirays the onening a2ir “to call 'em

tozether~. e also called it a ! arch.”he morris @aicers nuntered

2 or & - he could not remember,Thev had a foll or erriian.i
flze.

flasbearer and a swordbearer.The Zlagbearer cut ths T

John Penn of Wewport lon. 15.4.47 collected by Pussell “Jortley.
Ton Fool in Ruardean rMorris and zave details of costure etc.
Further information frow Martin Fenn a% Duardezn (Lug 1945 -
Arril 1%47) aad froo Feter 'ard at Joy's Gr:oza (25.7,4¢),

Tliey had a proceszisonal (Spezed ti “lougn) &nd 2 znces
(Soléier's Joy kendclarring dance naalclarrin: ccllazied vy
Russell Jortley FHaste to the “oddinz,Greenslecves) Thes
at Whitsun (Vhit !onday and f8llowing fzys zoing

itchsldean etc) The Fann brothers saic 5 LeCers Tow Fool,
flagman andé fiddler.<eter “ard said vrev {anced ¢ a side (id
in all) and Tom Fool (Jorn Tenn) and 2 men .itz 2 svords zrizece
wiich they twisted in the air in front of “he- ard above treir
Leads.This vas the proceszsional.to f'olly or 3Bevty.lest dznced

in 1884.1t only went on Tor 2 or 3 seasonr.
Yrs Yatkins(granddauznt r of lrs oterts who Tave a Forest of
Dezn Forris shirt to Cecil Sharp ; actually according to lrs
Wotkins she #né her mother wade it under rer Trondmother's
directuons) she told Ruecsell (1.3.57) thet Mar .raaliother
told rer that there was a Fizht at Punp Eill iz vhich one of tre
Horris “ancers was killed - there was no more ‘orris dsincing

after that
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